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Subsequent to the above release, the GameCube version was
re-released in Japan on July 19, 2007, with an additional two
characters added: Pearl the Hedgehog and Silver the
Hedgehog. [45] The aim of the game is to run as far as possible
in the designated time limit, collecting as many items as
possible along the way. The original release on the GameCube
featured the support for four player cooperative play (up to
four players can play cooperatively in the GameCube version).
One of the main criticisms of Sonic Heroes is that it is difficult
to beat the game. It was released on November 23, 2003.
There are five difficulty levels (Easy, Normal, Hard, Expert and
Chaotix). Also, there are approximately five to six alternate
paths, which are glitchy and have fast enemies, but are all the
same. Finally, the game was also criticized for it being
impossible to get the Chaos Emeralds for later levels, which is
also untrue. [7] A hacker known as G33kAlex created a hacking
program for the game that bypassed the time limit and allowed
the player to beat the game in two minutes, though the effects
of this glitch are inconsistent. [36] Sonic Team's official
strategy guide for Sonic Heroes also addressed the plot holes
and time limit glitch, and said that these glitches can be
removed by performing certain actions, but that there is no
guaranteed method for removing them. [43] Moreover, it is
physically impossible to obtain all of the Chaos Emeralds; the
five Chaos Emeralds that are hidden in the game's level
designs are all required for obtaining the final three Chaos
Emeralds, and would take up an excessive amount of time to
collect. In spite of this, some players have earned the Chaos
Emeralds for later levels by cheating, as they can be obtained
via glitches. [37]
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The game features a total of 40 Missions (twenty for each type
of Chronicles). Each Mission has its own objectives, set rules,

and requirements for a maximum of 1,500 points. The Missions
include the following: Trials, where the player has to collect a
certain amount of rings or defeat a certain number of enemies
without getting hit; Capture Missions, in which the player must
reach a certain point within the given time limit and collect as
many rings as they can; Chaos Missions, where the player has

to defeat a certain number of enemies or collect a certain
number of rings before the chaos cores reach a certain

amount; Speed Missions, where the player has to beat their
own high score within the given time limit, but have to avoid

getting hit; Defense Missions, in which the player has to defeat
a certain number of enemies with a certain amount of rings in

the given time limit, in order to protect the player's home base,
and have to avoid getting hit; Climb Missions, where the player

has to reach a certain position on the stage within the given
time limit, and has to avoid getting hit; Reaching Missions,

where the player has to reach a certain point, have to avoid
getting hit, and have to collect a certain number of rings or

orbs within the given time limit; and Guided Missions, in which
the player has to reach a certain point without taking damage.
The game features eight character, four for each team. They

are: Sonic the Hedgehog, the blue-colored version of his speed
crew, Team Sonic; Team Chaotix; Team Dark; and Metal Sonic,
the red-colored version of the speed crew, Team Chaotix. Three

of the four teams have their own color of their respective
speed crew, with Team Sonic, Team Dark, and Metal Sonic all
being gold-colored. The character models and speed crew are
very similar to the player's character. However, the voices are

different, with the exception of Sonic, who is voiced by Jim
Harrison. Fourteen regular items are featured, including
mushrooms (found in Salmon Run), drills (found in Deep
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Canyon), and Spinners (found in Speed Highway). There are
also four special items: the Gear Ball, which can be used to

maneuver the player, and increase its speed for a short time;
the Thermal Detonator, which can deal lots of damage to

enemies; the Bounce Back, which can be used to bounce on
enemies and deal them damage, and the Spinning Barrel,
which can be used as a weapon for a short period of time.
There are also six separate music themes, and two Bonus
Music themes (the Air Zone and War Zone). 5ec8ef588b
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